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could send their Princess, handsomely endowed, to England if they intended to quarrel over the Palatinate.
On December i3th Porter left Spain, carrying with him the marriage articles and private information from Gondo-mar that the Prince would be very welcome should he decide to visit Madrid. On January 2nd he arrived in England with his momentous dispatches, and speculations were rife as to what was to happen next. Some said that Gondomar was to visit Germany in person to secure the restitution of the Palatinate. With great apprehension, the prospect of a personal visit to Spain by the Prince himself was discussed. In other circles, it was current talk that Buckingham would go in person, as Lord High Admiral, with a large fleet to fetch the Infanta. On January'4th, 1623, an order was given for the preparation of a fleet of ten ships for this very purpose, and it was publicly announced that Buckingham was to undertake the errand. James had shut his eyes to the difficulties surrounding his son-in-law's position, and was pressing the match with the mistaken notion that Spain would really be able to assist him in the unfortunate Frederick's cause, which every day became more hopeless. To this end he was willing to make impossible promises with regard to the Roman Catholics in Britain, regardless of the consequences he must face when next he had to meet his Parliament. But a scheme, beside which James's folly pales into insignificance, was hatching in the fertile brains of Buckingham and the Prince.